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Food drives are a great way to raise awareness of the poverty issues facing our 
community. Many folks don’t realize that one in five of their neighbors in Marion 
County live in poverty. The number of Indianapolis residents dealing with the issues of 
food insecurity and hunger is sobering; more than 173,000 people including nearly 
50,000 children live this reality. Food drives allow individuals to get involved and to 
help their neighbors in need. By partnering with Pack the Pantries, your school food 
drive will help struggling families in Indianapolis this winter when the need is greater. 

 
Hosting a food drive may seem like a lot of work, but it is actually quite easy. All you 
need to do is pick the dates and promote the event and then give us a call so that we can 
pick up your donations! 

You can also collect financial contributions during your food drive. With every $1 
donated, our food bank partners can provide three meals to families and children in 
need. Donations can be made with your smartphone, mobile device or by check (for 
more details see page 8). Visit indy.gov/frontporch for more information.  
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1. Designate a Food Drive Coordinator to be responsible for the communication with 
Pack the Pantries. They can also organize and promote the food drive  

2. Decide on the dates between now and December 10, 2014  

3. Register your event with Lindee Lane with the Mayor’s Front Porch Alliance  
 
4. Secure food collection barrel(s) that can withstand some weight such as; large (clean) 
trash can(s), medium size box(es) etc. Get the children and youth involved to decorate 
your donation barrel(s)! Choose high-traffic areas for barrel placement. 
 
5. Select a theme for your food drive, such as “One CAN make a difference” or “Clean 
out the cupboard.” 
 
6. Inform students, faculty and parents about the food drive through letters, 
announcements, calendars, flyers, websites, marquee, email and newsletters. The more 
people that know about it, the more donations you’ll receive! 
 
7. At the end of your drive, we will pick up and weigh your donations. Please call 
Lindee Lane at (317) 327-2745 or email Lindee.Lane@indy.gov to schedule a pick up 
time. 
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Designate a coordinator and determine the dates for your food drive. Once you’ve 
picked your dates, decide on how you will promote your event. This packet includes 
food drive ideas that can help your school have a more successful service project. 
 

Register your food drive by sending an email to Lindee.Lane@indy.gov. Please include 
the following information in your email: 
 

• School name and location 
• Contact person for your food drive, along with their information 
• The dates your food drive will be held 
• The names of any other schools you are collaborating with 
• The date you would like the donations picked up 

 

This packet contains several ideas of projects schools have done in the past that have 
helped get students and faculty excited and involved in collecting food.  
 

We ask that you try to put your donations in one place, near a door.  If it isn’t possible 
to get all the donations to one place near a door, try to consolidate the items into as few 
places as possible and as close to an exit as possible.  This helps our workers to be more 
efficient with their time. 
 
It is also helpful to us if you schedule pick-up during a time when a few students can 
help load the food into our trucks (for example, student government class period or 
recess).  This can give students another chance to serve and be involved in the food 
drive. 
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We love great stories!  If your school has a particularly compelling or visual story, please 
let us know!  We would love to use pictures you have taken to post along with details on 
our website and share what you are doing with the community. To give us this kind of 
information, contact Lindee Lane (317) 327-2745 or Lindee.Lane@indy.gov 
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• Tuna 
• Canned Fruits 
• Canned Vegetables 
• Beans- canned or dried 
• Canned Meats 
• Entrees (Chef Boyardee) 
• Cereals 
• Jelly 
• Pudding 
• Pasta 

• Coffee 
• Mac n’ Cheese 
• Instant Potatoes 
• Instant Rice 
• Ramen Noodles 
• Hamburger/Tuna Helper 
• Crackers 
• Peanut Butter 

 

• items in glass containers 
• rusty or unlabeled cans 
• perishable items 
• homemade items 
• non-commercial canned or packaged items 
• alcoholic beverages 
• open or used items 

PLEASE NO PERISHABLE ITEMS 

• Diapers    
• Soap 
• Toothbrushes 
• Toothpaste 

• Floss 
• Toilet paper 
• Deodorant 

 
 

 



 

 

ALL donations benefit our food bank partners Gleaners and Midwest who will 
distribute donations to local food pantries throughout Indianapolis. 
 
For every dollar donated our food bank partners can provide THREE MEALS to 
families and children in need. We have the opportunity to make a big difference by 
sending donations to be multiplied by our partners! 
 
We've made it easy to donate this year, here are the ways: 

1) Text BEATHUNGER to 41444 to make a donation from your mobile phone 

2) On your smartphone, download the free GIVELIFY app from the App Store or 
Google Play. Search for “Pack the Pantries” in the app. Donate in three easy taps! 
(Givelify.com/PackthePantries for more info.) 

3) Checks can be made payable to: 
The Greater Indianapolis Progress Committee* 

Memo: Pack the Pantries 
Mayor's Office 

200 East Washington Street, Suite 2501 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

*All funds received for Pack the Pantries are processed through our 501c3 non-profit fiscal agent, the Greater Indianapolis Progress 
Committee (GIPC). GIPC is supporting the Mayor's Office and the Front Porch Alliance as our fiscal agent. This will allow your 
donation to be tax deductible, as determined by your tax advisor.
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• Have a challenge between different classes or divisions in your school to see 
which group can collect the most food. 

 
• Collaborate with your school’s rival to hold a “food fight.”  See which school 
brings in the most food.  Make the reward that the “losing” team’s principal has to 
wear the other school colors to a sporting event. 

  
• Hold a “penny war.” Have students bring extra change, including pennies, to 
school and then donate that money to Pack the Pantries. Remember, for every 
dollar donated our food bank partners can provide three meals! 

 
• Do a contest between students and faculty to see who can collect the most food.  
You might consider weighting or averaging the numbers since there are more 
students than teachers. 

• Arrange a dance, music assembly, movie afternoon or sports event and ask that 
each person bring a canned good for the food bank as a means of entry. 

 
• Hold a food drive to celebrate a special holiday and ask each student to bring in a 
canned good to help with the celebration. 

 
• Announce the food drive in your school newsletter. Be sure to take a picture of 
all the food you collect for the following edition (send us a copy to share with 
others). 

 
• Hold a 5K run at your school or in your community. Ask participating students 
to get canned food sponsorships instead of money. You can ask parents, friends of 
parents, neighbors, teachers, or even local grocers to donate to your cause. 

• Have a competition to see who can collect the most food in one day by either 
grade, class, or the entire school. 
 
• Have classes/groups make their own display (bulletin board and a decorated 
collection box) for your food drive. 

• Decorate a “Giving Tree” with suggested food donations. Students and faculty 
then purchase the item they selected from off of the tree and donate it 



 

 

• Use a tally sheet or bar graph to indicate the amount of food collected in 
individual food categories, so students know which categories are lacking. 

• For younger students, build a “train” of food down the hallways and see how long 
you can make it. 

 
• Have a “CANstruction” event where after the food is collected you have a contest 
to see who can build the best sculpture or structure out of the cans. 

 
• Ask your school ahead of time if they will allow students to wear pajamas to 
school (or just dress down, or wear a fun costume or a have a crazy hair day) if each 
student agrees to bring in a canned food item. You should be sensitive to the fact that 
some students might not be able to bring in a canned food item, so it might be a good idea to 
set homeroom/team/class goals and then if those goals are met, everyone in the group can 
participate in a pajama day. 

 
• Have a poster contest and put up the posters to remind students of the upcoming 
food drive. 

 
• Hold a movie showing after school one day in a room big enough to 
accommodate a large number of people, and charge a canned food item as the 
admission “price”.  

 
• Get students to bring baked goods to school one day. Sell the baked items for a 
can (or cans) of food.   

 
• When you write to local companies and businesses, you can ask them for free 
services, coupons, or vouchers instead of money or canned foods. Once you get all 
of the goods from the local companies, sell raffle tickets for the price of canned 
goods - one canned good for one raffle ticket, three canned goods for five raffle 
tickets. 

 
• Have a TGIF (Take Groceries Into Work on Friday) for faculty.  

 
• Host a Virtual Food Drive, where participants can donate money online via the 
option listed on page 6. For more information indy.gov/frontporch 
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On behalf of the City of Indianapolis - Mayor’s Front Porch Alliance, Gleaners Food 
Bank, Midwest Food Bank and other Pack the Pantries Partners - a heartfelt thank you 
for your efforts in this very important initiative. Pack the Pantries is part of a multi-
pronged approach to raise awareness around the issues of food insecurity and hunger in 
our community and to collaborate with the community to address these issues - we are 
pleased to have you join us as a community partner. We know that with your help, Pack 
the Pantries will provide a record breaking amount of donations to address hunger in 
our community this winter.  
 
A special thank you to Community Action Services and Food Bank who generously 
allowed us to use substantial content from their School Food Drive Guide for the creation 
of this document. 
 
If you have any questions regarding a food drive or related issue, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. We are here to help you make your food drive a success. 
 
For more information visit indy.gov/frontporch or contact Lindee Lane, (317) 327-
2745, Lindee.Lane@indy.gov 
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