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Indianapolis City-County Council member Brian Mahern’s Aug. 6letter
reflects a deep misunderstanding of school finance, tax policy and our
education system. Mahern asserts that “mayoral charter schools such
as Christel House also receive a local-taxpayer-funded subsidy not
enjoyed by IPS schools.” This couldn’t be further from the truth.

Here are the facts: While charter schools and district schools receive
similar amounts of per-pupil funding from the state, only district
schools receive local property tax revenue. For example, Indianapolis
Public Schools received more than $105 million in 2012 property
taxes to pay for transportation and facilities costs. In comparison,
charter schools receive none of these dollars — meaning that students
and families lack access to equitable transportation and facilities
funding.

Mahern believes that “if the competition model for publicly funded
schools has any chance of working in Indianapolis, this disparate
treatment must stop immediately.” | wholeheartedly agree. This is why
I strongly support equitable funding for charter schools. Specifically,
an additional $3,500 in transportation and facilities funding for every
charter school student in Marion County would close the funding gap.

Given the already wide funding disparities for charter schools, Mayor
Greg Ballard has continued Democratic Mayor Bart Peterson’s policy
of not charging an oversight fee to mayor-sponsored charter schools.
In fact, when Mahern introduced a resolution in March requiring the
mayor to charge an authorizing fee, the Council’s Community Affairs
Committee, a majority of which is comprised of Democrats,
unanimously rejected his proposal.

Keeping funds at the classroom level is good policy. First, a 3 percent
fee would take approximately $2 million from classrooms. Second, it
ensures that the public can trust that decisions by the mayor to open
and close schools are not influenced by the amount of money flowing
to the Mayor’s Office from authorizing fees.

We must move beyond these tired arguments and focus on school
quality over school type. My sincere hope is that Mahern will abandon
his ill-advised policy position, stop focusing on political gain over
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sound policy, and choose to work collaboratively to improve our

education system.

John Mutz

chairman, Indianapolis Charter School Board

former Indiana lieutenant governor
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